Final research
Section 1: Introduction
Racial discrimination in the criminal justice system is not a new subject in the United States and has over the years been a controversial political issue. There is a racial bias when it comes to convicting the police officers when it comes to cases of murders and police shootings of African-Americans. It is notable that when such cases occur, the white officers who make shootings that kill African –Americans tend to receive less harsh or no punishment compared to when a black officer is involved in killings of innocent victims regardless of race. In the US, law enforcement officers kill approximately 900 to 1000 people a year. It is notable that black people are approximately four times more likely than white people to be killed by police even when not armed or attacking the police as it was witnessed in the recent case of George Floyd. About every forty hours, a Black person is killed by police. One out of every 1000 Black men can expect to be killed by a police officer over their life course. Compared to white teenagers, Black teenagers are 21 times more likely to be killed by police. While a series of changes have been made in the law enforcement including the introduction of body worn cameras and dash cameras in cars these changes have not been effective in holding police officers accountable. Typically, the police officers particularly the white officers do not get charged for killing innocent Black people. Just in case they get charged, these officers are mostly never convicted. Since early 2005, the number of officers arrested on charges of manslaughter or murder in on-duty killings are 121. Out of the 121, 95 officers’ cases have been concluded with 44 officers getting convicted but with a lesser charge. Notably, black officers tend to be punished more harshly than whites for similar cases that involve on-duty killings of innocent victims regardless of race. This paper seeks to investigate the cases of police shootings and killings of African Americans to determine why officers get less charges or no convictions on cases of on-duty killings of un armed citizens and also why the Black officers receive harsher punishment than white officers for similar cases. 

Section 3: Methodological Design
This section will illustrate the process of collecting data, the process of defining the research strategy and evaluation of the research methodology. The research strategy includes the research approach, research philosophy and the selection of the research strategy. Data collection section discusses the data source, the sampling method and the determination of variables. The methodology section will evaluate the approach or method used for the research to meet the objectives of this research. 






Research problem
The recent deaths of Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and Rayshard Brooks have gained massive attention in the media as they spurred huge protests against police brutality and racial injustices. Caught in a video recently is a recording of a white police officer in Kenosha shooting a Black man, Jacob Blake, in the back several times as he entered his vehicle while his children sat in the vehicle watching. These officers have not been convicted regardless of the evidence. Similar observation has been observed on various cases particularly those that involve white officers. For example, the officer who was involved in killing George Floyd, Derek Chauvin, has been had 18 police misconduct cases which involve police shootings and cases that are considerably regarded as police brutality. This same pattern has been observed in the cases of officers who killed Antwon Rose in East Pittsburgh in 2008 and Tamir Rice in 2014. Importantly to note is that these were both Black teenagers killed by white officers. Rather than convicting these officers, they were dismissed from their jobs. Dismissed officers have the ability to work for other departments which further worsens the system. Had the cases mentioned above involved black officers, they would have most certainly been convicted for the murders of these victims. The standard processes of holding the police officers accountable, rehiring dismissed police officers and giving payouts to the victims of police brutality are the factors that increase police brutality and racism in law enforcement system. This needs to change. Even though changes were made such as use of dash car cameras, police bias trainings and body worn cameras, the police still remain unaccountable. The officers are not charged for killing Black people who are not armed and do not fight back the police if these police officers get charged, they are mostly never convicted. The Black officers often do not face the same privilege as the white officers. These are problems that need to be addressed as things have to change. 
Research Strategy
	 Research Philosophy
Research philosophy is defined as a belief regarding the way data about a phenomenon should be gathered analyzed and used (Saunders et al, 2009). The major research philosophies that influence the selection of the research method are positivism and interpretivism. The positivist philosophy is widely used in the scientific field because it emphasizes on data that is quantifiable. Positivists believe that reality is stable and it can be described with objectivity. Interpretivism philosophy on the other hand is more suited for in arts –based studies because it relates to human participation. Interpretivists believe that reality can be fully understood through a subjective interpretation and intervention of that reality.
In this paper, the data used is secondary and is not subjective hence the philosophy used is the positivism approach. 
	 Research Approach
The selection of research approach must be in line with the literature in the study and should correlate the research philosophy (Saunders et al., 2009). The research approach applied in a research study can be selected using either deductive or inductive viewpoint. The inductive approach involves broadening generalizations and assumptions as well as theories from the real-world data thus making it more suitable for generating new theories. On the other hand, deductive approach is used in testing existing theories. Inductive reasoning moves from broad generalizations to a specific assumption hence it starts with an existing theory then data is collected to test the developed hypotheses. In this dissertation paper, the best approach will be deductive because the paper will review various empirical evidences and theories to solve and meet the research objectives. 
	 Research Strategy
A research strategy provides a step by step action plan that gives direction of the researcher’s thoughts and efforts thus enabling conduct the research systematically and to meet the schedule hence producing quality results. Large number of research methodologies have been identified including surveys, case studies, experimental etc. experimental and survey research strategies are more applicable to the quantitative research approach. 
Methodology
Hypothesis
Units of Analysis
Sample Population
Sampling and Type of Sampling
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since the purpose of the research is to investigate the cases of police shootings and killings of African Americans data from notable cases involving on-duty police shootings, criminal charges and settlement will be selected across various jurisdiction sin the US. These cases are considered for the study sample due to various reasons. According to media reports, these cases have attracted huge attention with protests against killing Blacks increasing in the recent years. Also, these cases will provide crucial information in finding how many officers were charged and convicted and the pattern of the convictions based on race; Black officers and White officers.

Independent Variable
Dependent Variable

Data Collection
	 Sources of data
Collecting the data will involve searching on the databases search engines on the dataset covering the issue of police killings of Black people. The availability of this information is open, given the need to spread current research to find solutions this problem has caused. One way of getting access to the data is by accessing the free data sets that have been made available. Data for police killings of Blacks and charges and convictions officers involved is collected from the period beginning 2005 using the website statistia. This website is an open access website. Given the need to find solutions to problems of racial discrimination and police brutality, most journalistic platforms have made it easy to use and analyze the information on police brutality and racism. The collection will also involve obtaining and looking into the archives that handle the issue. Data of the police killings of the African-American cases by the white and black officers in the U.S were collected using statistia website. The understanding of the increased police shootings of Blacks more than any other race as well as why police officers get less charges or convictions and why Black officers face harsher punishments for same crimes as white officers crucial in finding solutions to eliminate racial disparities in criminal justice and administrative justice  
The access to the information is possible by using all means the institution provides on the issue, alongside the freely available sources. The access to the information through educational institutions involves getting the data through their portals, which redirect to the papers. Understanding the various historical and current data one police killings information also comes in handy to make sure the articles are on point regarding the topic. The analysis of the information is crucial in deriving meaningful results and recommendations. 
Data Analysis
Findings and Discussion
The period beginning 2005 to June 2019, there have been 121 law enforcement officers including police officers, state troopers and deputy sheriffs who have been arrested for cases involving manslaughter or murder from an on-duty shooting where the officer shot and killed someone. The incidents in which these killings occur are variant but most incidents that involve Blacks tend to have common patterns. Of the arrested 121 officers, only 44 officers have been convicted of the killings resulting from the on-duty shooting. However, it is observable that in the cases where the 44 officers have been convicted, the convictions are often for a lesser offense. Out of the 44 convicted, only four officers have been convicted of murder. these officers received prison sentences that ranged from 81 months to 192 months in prison. Nine officers were convicted of manslaughter with four officers being convicted of voluntary manslaughter and five convicted of involuntary manslaughter. As for the others, three officers were convicted of official misconduct, two officers convicted of reckless homicide, 5 were convicted of negligent homicide, seven officers were convicted of federal criminal deprivation of civil rights and one officer convicted of discharging a firearm recklessly. All the police officers convicted of manslaughter received prison sentences ranging from zero months to 480 months with the average sentence being 78.5 months in prison.  Notably, criminal cases of other police officers ended in non-conviction. Twenty-three of the officers were acquitted at a jury trial, nine acquitted at a bench trial and four dismissed by a judge, seven dismissed by a prosecutor and one officer received a deferred adjudication. 
The most significant and notable police shooting cases of African-Americans and the outcomes are discussed below.
In 2014, a black teen, Michael Brown was killed by a white police officer in Ferguson Missouri. The officer was not charged with crime and rather the case was dismissed with a settlement of $1.5 million. In 2014, Eric Garner, a Black man died from a chokehold by a White police officer in New York City after an attempted arrest. No criminal charges were brought against the officer and the case was dismissed with a settlement of $ 5.9 million. In the same year, a teen Black boy, Tamir Rice, who was holding a toy gun was shot dead by a White police officer in Cleveland, Ohio. The settlement was six million dollars and no criminal charge was brought against the officer responsible for the killing. A 17-year-old Black teenager, Laquan McDonald was shot dead by a White Chicago police officer as he walked away from them in an attempted arrest in 2014. The officer was charged with a crime of murder and the jury found the White officer guilty of second degree murder. The court settlement was five million dollars. In 2015, a Black man, Freddie Gray died of injuries that he got after he was thrown in the back of a police van in Baltimore while in handcuffs and bound in leg irons. Criminal charges were brought against the police officers and the six officers were charged criminally. However, the six officers were acquitted as their cases were dropped. In this case, the settlement was $ 6.4 million. In 2015, Walter Scott, an unarmed African-America was shot in the back while fleeing on foot from traffic stop in North Charleston, South Carolina. The officer responsible was criminally charged and he pleaded guilty to federal civil rights charges. He was convicted and sentenced to 20 years in prison. The settlement for the case was $6.5 million. In 2016, a Black man, Philando Castile was shot and killed during a traffic stop in Minnesota after telling the police he had a gun in the vehicle. The officer charged on felony manslaughter charges and discharge of firearm recklessly charges was acquitted by the jury. The settlement was close to three million US dollars. In 2018, unarmed Black man, Stephon Clark was killed by White police in Sacramento California after chasing him into his grandmothers back yard. No criminal charges against the police officer. Each of Clark’s two children received a settlement of 1.2 million dollars. In 2019, Atatiana Jefferson was killed by a Texas officer at her home as she stood holding a handgun when going to check noises heard from outside. Criminal charges were brought against the officer. The officer resigned and he is waiting for his trial for murder. No lawsuits were filed for settlement yet.  Botham Jean, a 26-year-old Black woman was killed by a police officer after accidentally walking into the officer’s apartment thinking it was her own. The officer was found guilty of second degree murder and was convicted to 10 years in prison. No settlement has been received up to - date. The most notable cases of shootings against Blacks that have attracted massive protests were witnessed in 2020. Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old was killed by an officer in Louisville Kentucky. The police officer entered her home with a battering ram and in self-defense, Taylor’s boyfriend fired his gun and the officers returned fire in the process killing Taylor. Taylor’s family received a settlement of $12 million and the police department agreed to make reforms to settle suits on wrongful death. The officer responsible for the murder, Brett Hankison, a white officer, was terminated from the police department and charged with a prison sentence of up to five years. The other two police officers received no charges for their use of forced entry. In 2020 May, a 46-year-old Black man, George Floyd, was killed by a white police officer on allegedly using a counterfeit $20bill. The police officer choked or suffocated him as he knelt on the victim’s neck for nearly 9 minutes. The officers responsible were charged criminally with one officer charged with second degree murder and manslaughter. Other three officers were charged with abetting and aiding. A settlement suit was filed on wrongful death and it is still pending.  In June 2020, Rayshard Brooks, an African-American man was shot dead by the Atlanta police as he was running away from the officers. Criminal charges were brought against the police officers and one officer was terminated and charged with murder. Another officer was placed on administrative duty and was charged with aggravated assault. the city police chief resigned.
From these observations, it can be argued that prosecutors argue that what can be considered to be a criminal conduct by police officers both in the public perception and legally is that police officers do what they do for their self-defense or for the greater good of the society. This therefore makes the sale for charging and convicting the police officers higher than that of convicting regular citizens. Before presenting charges against a police officer, the prosecutors have to ensure that a case is extremely solid. Sometimes this is not possible as the case is compromised as other police officers try to protect one of their own or their departments. Notably, cities and states can increase the accountability of police by making the police departments absorb the civil payouts to victims of police brutality in the form of insurance policies.


Policy implications and Future Research
Limitations
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